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Foreword

In memory of the late Councillor Martin Ellengorn, a long-time friend of the River Craneand i t 6 s who wasalwaystayy ypstanding
advocate of our local biodiversity. Councillor Ellengorn championed many local environmental groups and causes and helped pave the way to a

greener borough.
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1.0l ntroducti on

The Lower Crane Valley Environmental ManagementPlanhas been written by Richmond Councilsd Ecol ogy F
Councilsd commitment to the preservation and enhancement odndspdciesddtioner si t y.
plans of the Richmond Biodiversity Action Plan, Council Policies, general good management practice and current legislation.

The vision of the plan is to conserve, maintain and improve the quality of habitats, whilst improving the visitor experience on site.

1.1 Caveat

The implementation of prescriptions in this management plan will be subject to available budget. It is anticipated that additional external funding may
need to be secured to realise the complete fulfilment of the five-year management plan.

2.0 Ter msrefopérence

This management plan is designed to inform and outline the restoration and maintenance of the Lower Crane Environment from conservation, landscape
and visitor perspectives by Richmond Council working in conjunction with Council contractors and community organisations.

Throughout this management plan our goals are to:
Restore and enhance the site to develop it as an attractive leisure and environmental asset for residents and visitors alike.

Protect and enhance the ecology of the mixed habitats with appropriate management and planting.

Enhance the visitor experience by creating an attractive natural space which invites exploration and encourages educational and recreational use.
Explore the potential to develop the various Friends groups and engage with a wide cross-section of the community.

Preserve and build-upon the legacy of the people and natural environment of the River Crane for future generations.

ar®DdE

To deliver these goal s, this plan considers the sit es trdes, babitats and spexieso|l ogy ar
with new surveys; it sets out refined objectives and the prescriptions to deliver and maintain the site over the next five years.

The management plan should not be regarded as fixed; the prescriptions provide a framework and guidance that enable reaction to changing conditions.
Reviewing progress and monitoring key features on a regular basis is important in ensuring the site is managed appropriately and in a sustainable way,
as such as a management review will be carried out by the Council annually.

21 Supporting documents

This Management Plan should be read and interpreted in conjunction with the following documents:
1 Lower Crane Re-naturalisation and Enhancement Plan (ZSL, 2023);
1 London Borough of Richmond upon-Thames Nature Conservation Policy Statement 2019;
91 Strategy for the Crane Catchment 2018-2028 (Crane Valley Partnership, 2018);
1 Tree Policy, London Borough of Richmond upn-Thames (2023).

Lower Crane Valley Environmental Management Plan January 2024 i December 2028
Page 3



30

3.1

3.2
3.21

3.2.2

3.3

Sidescription
Site details
Upstream Little Park/Pevensey Road Nature Reserve
Location
Downstream Moormead and Bandy Recreation Ground
Location
Ownership London Borough of Richmond upon Thames/London Borough of
Hounslow
Designation Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (# RiBII15)
Green Belt (GB)
Length 5.5km (approx.)
Key habitats Grassland, scrub, pond, wetland and woodland.
Key species Water Vole, Kingfisher, Water Rail, Nuthatch, Long-Tailed Tit, Little
Egret, Song Thrush, Grey Wagtail, Greater Spotted Woodpecker, Marsh
Tit, Black cap, Goldfinch, Dunnock, Slow Worm, Bat, Badger, Grass
Snake and Hedgehog

Site description

The River Crane is a tributary of the Thames which begins in Harrow and runs through Hillingdon as the Yeading Brook, changing its name to the Crane
at the intersection of the Great Western Railway and eventually meeting the Thames at Isleworth. The artificial Duke of Northumberland's River links

the Crane Valley to the Colne Valley.

The Lower Crane Valley is a linked network of open spaces within the boroughs of Richmond upon-Thames and Hounslow. Many of these spaces are
of high environmental significance and valued for recreation. The variety of flora and fauna create an important wildlife corridor for west London. The
River Crane, also supports a diverse range of aquatic and marginal river wildlife. The Lower Crane Valley forms the lower reaches of the Crane Corridor,

which is designated as a Site of Metropolitan Importance for Nature Conservation.

Designation

Designations afforded to this site either in part or in full include:

1 A Site of Metropolitan Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC). Full details can be found in Appendix 5;

1 Metropolitan Open Land;
1 Green Belt (Little Park);
1 Local Nature Reserve (Crane Park Island).
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3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

Ecological interest and feature s

The Lower Crane Valley is an important corridor for wildlife in urban west London. It comprises a wide variety of habitats including the river and marginal
wetland, open grassland, woodland and scrub. These habitats support a wide variety of animals including seven species of bats, water voles,
kingfishers, reptiles, amphibians, stag beetle, hedgehogs, eels and fish. One Local Nature Reserve, Crane Park Island, is present within the Lower
Crane Valley in the London Borough of Richmond Upon-Thames. This site is leased and managed by the London Wildlife Trust.

Land use history

The landscape of the Lower Crane Valley today reflects its history and past use, which is recognised by its designation as an Archaeological Priority
Area (APA) by English Heritage (EH). It has a strong cultural history and has been a major industrial centre in recent centuries.

Man's influence on the history of the River Crane can be seen in some of the place names in current use - for example old industries are represented
by Powder Mill Lane, Mill Road and Feltham Marshalling Yards. Mereway Road indicates where the river was widened and Mereway Bathing Place
was established and Craneford Way marks where there was once a ford across the River Crane. Hospital Bridge Road is close to the site where King
James Il set up a field hospital for his troops in 1688 before he fled abroad.

From the late 18" century to 1926 Bedfont Gunpowder Mills operated in the area which is now Crane Park, due to its isolated position, the supply of
water power and abundance of willow and alder trees for making charcoal. At Crane Park Island, the waterwheel pits, millstones and machine
foundations of the former mills can still be seen in the park.

After the closure of the mills the southern section of the Crane River was formed into a public park and opened to the public in 1935. The river borders
parkland in the north, within the London Borough of Richmond, and woodland, scrub and grassland on the south bank in London Borough of Hounslow.

Community involvement
Friends of River Crane and Environment have been established since 2003 and became a registered charity in 2005. They are a highly active and

engaging organisation with over 700 members, whoés pri marlepenlpaseemsent of the wil dl iThegroupal ue

collates large amounts of biological data from surveys and organises regular events for the benefit of local residents. With all aspects of site management
on the Lower Crane, FORCE are involved in the decision making process.

Two other official local Friends groups are active within the Lower Crane Valley. These are Friends of Kneller Gardens and Friends of Moormead and
Bandy Recreation Ground. These groups work collaboratively with FORCE and LBRuT for the betterment of these two valuable green spaces. In
addition, Richmond Green Gym, an initiative set up by The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) to help people keep fit and improve wellbeing whilst
transforming the local environment, holds a weekly workday on the River Crane, primarily caring for Meadway Orchard, where the group has its base.

Stakeholders
As with all river catchments in England, the Catchment Based Approach (CaBA) is employed in the Crane Valley. This is a civil society-led initiative,

engaging relevant organisations and | ocal peopl e i n t heStakehdidersand intecestéde |

parties involved in the management of the Crane river system (and the Longford River) are embodied by the Crane Valley Partnership, the catchment
partnership responsible for overseeing the CaBA in the Crane Valley. Core CVP Partners include: the five relevant Local Authorities (London Boroughs
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of Harrow, Hillingdon, Ealing, Hounslow and Richmond upon-Thames), Environment Agency,FORCE, Heathrow Airport Limited, London Wildlife Trust,
Thames Anglers Conservancy, Thames Water and The Conservation Volunteers. CVP has an extensive network of project delivery partners including
a large number of local community volunteering groups. For more information on CVP please see: https://www.cranevalley.org.uk/ .

3.8 Access and visitor experience

It is the aspiration of all partners in the Crane Valley Partnership to create a joined up riverside Crane Valley Trail throughout the catchment. All areas

of the Lower Crane as covered within this management plan are linked by at least one footpath which continues from Little Park downstream to

Moormead and Bandy Recreation Ground. A tarmacked footpath is present from the Hanworth Road entrance of Crane Park downstream to Moormead

and Bandy Recreation Ground, which allows visitors to walk and cycle continuously through the Lower Crane Valley. Thi s pat h al so | i nks wi
Ri ver Walk, along the towpath ofAnetwork of Bacdn@ary sufacéd dootpaths) wandehippe fodt@aths aRd desere .

lines provide managed access throughout the rest of the area, linking popular nature conservation spaces such as the meadows, woodlands and Crane

Park Island Local Nature Reserve.

Visitor engagement and education is encouraged through a series of information boards which describe the ecological value and function of the habitats,
as well as the historic significance of the area. These are complimented by the carved benches procured by FORCE, which are located throughout the
Lower Crane Valley. The benches are themed to reflect the biological and historical heritage of the area.

There are numerous facilities within the Lower Crane Valley, including cafés, visitor centres, play equipment, pavillions and sports courts and pitches.
Kneller Gardens and Moormead and Bandy Recreation Ground are used heavily for play and sports, in particular tennis, basketball and cricket. The
hi s thrickioovned 6 at C(SeeaSeaionB.f)hds been converted into a visitor centre with toilet facilities, and provides a hub for school visits to
the Crane Park Island LNR which are hosted by the London Wildlife Trust.

3.9 Duke of Nort humberl andbés River

The Duke of Nor t hwasdorstrutted imdhé sarlyR50006es0 transfer water for industrial purposes to power mills. It is an artificial man-
made channel, which diverges from the River Crane at the junction between Kneller Gardens and Mereway Nature Park and flows northwards towards
the borough of Hounslow where it converges with the River Thames at Isleworth. Theriverisf ul | y accessi ble to the public vi

3.10 Crane Park Island and brick tower

Crane Park Island is a Local Nature Reserve surrounded by the river in Crane Park, characterised by a mosaic of woodland, scrub, ditches, ponds and
reedbed that has developed following the cessation of industrial activity in the area in the mid-20" century. The island is rich in biodiversity and is home
to a number of rare species including water vole and water rail. It is used as an educational hub by London Wildlife Trust who manage the reserve and
acts as an extremely successful focal point for engaging the Richmond community with the ecology of riparian ecosystems.

The brick tower is a Grade Il listed building which stands adjacent to the entrance bridge to Crane Park Island LNR. It was constructed in the late
18™M/early 19t century and can be described as a tapering brick tower in English bond, built like a tower mill, roofed with lead. Until recently it was
considered to have been buitas a &éshot t ower 06 ahdovas preadudlydigied dsescll Tosldy @ has a function as a popular visitor
centre with toilet facilities.
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3.11

3.12

Constraints

Invasive species are a significant constraint to the condition and normal functioning of the riparian habitats, in particular Himalayan balsam, which is
prevalent along the riverbanks and reedbeds and has spread into the woodlands at Crane Park. The site is quite enclosed in areas and therefore can
attract anti-social behaviour and may feel unsafe for some people. Graffiti vandalism is a particular problem throughout. The scrub habitats are in
danger of encroaching too much onto the grasslands, which will threaten the diverse range of wildflowers thriving here.

Evaluation
The Lower Crane Valley is an irreplacable biological, cultural and social resource not only to the local community but to the region of West London. It

is incredibly popular with naturalists, walkers and young people. It functions as a vital green artery within an urban landscape for both people and wildlife
and is part of a wider green corridor which links the Tidal Thames with the a number of tributaries reaching out to the home counties.
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4.0 Policies

4.1 Strategic Principles for Parks and Open Spaces

The borough has the largest area of public open space per head of population of any London borough. We have a local and national reputation for
quality and leadership in the delivery of excellent parks. To ensure the quality of our Parks and Open Spaces remains at a high level, following public
consultation, we have developed a series of strategic principles by which parks will be managed.

Parks and Open Spaces will be a sustainable legacy for future generations.

Parks and Open Spaces will continue to define our borough.

Parks and Open Spaces will enrich the life, health and wellbeing of residents and visitors.

The Council will lead in the delivery of excellent Parks and Open Spaces services.

Parks and Open Spaces will offer positive experiences to all visitors.

Through innovation, the future development of Parks and Open Spaces services will be ensured.
Increased community participation in Parks and Open Spaces will be encouraged and supported.
Parks and Open Spaces will be celebrated as centres of excellence.

©No o hM~wNPE

All Council owned and managed parks and open spaces are controlled by Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs). These orders impose various
restrictions to dog control and other activities in our parks and open spaces, these can be found here:
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/parks and open spaces/parks enforcement and legislation#pspo.

4.2 The London Plan

The Mayor for London is responsible for the strategic plabobniSngaitegkédnéion. L
-the London Pl an. Local (Local Aut hority | evel) p | atens to publisht Londoa Plann 6 gene
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/current-london-plan,| ast wupdated in 2016 and currently be
current and potential value of open space to communities, and to protect the many benefits of open space including those associated with sport and
recreation, regeneration, the economy,heal t h, cul tur e, biodiversity, and the environmento.

4.3 London Borough of Richmond upon Thames planning strategies

4.3.1 Local Plan
London Borough of Richmond upon Thamesd L o@newLlLodalPtamisbeiagpepgatediar 2024) legogn®e31 8 and
the importance of open space in the Borough. The extensive areas of open land create a varied and distinct landscape prominently defined by Richmond
Hill and the River Thames valley in addition to Kew Gardens, two Royal Parks and many smaller open spaces and water courses. The importance of
open space as an urban structure, providing relief from the built environment, is acknowledged, as is the importance of providing for play and recreation.
These collectively contribute to quality of life in the Borough.
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4.3.2

4.3.3

43.4

The role of ecology and open spaceds ability to provi deasafnat@wercgnservatibn habi t at

value and to manage and enhance wildlife habitats. The strategy seeks to promote open space as a network of recreational, ecological and landscape
assets which both serve the people of the Borough and help enhance

London Borough of Richmond Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)

To conserve Richmondés biodiversity, the decline of val B8ibdivarsitysAstiercPlae
was one of the agreements resulting from the Rio 1992 Earth Summit (for more information see website
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200102/cmselect/cmenvaud/616/61604.htm ) promoting the conservation of biological diversity and the
sustainable use of biological resources and to encourage protection.

Ri chmonddéds BAP priorities habitats and species that ar e torhaprase the profilelot c 1 i ne

biodiversity in the borough. The BAP's strategy is based around protecting and celebrating local wildlife and improving the quality of wildlife habitats
and the environment in our borough.

There are currently twenty Biodiversity Action Plans covering selected species and habitats for Richmond; they are listed in Appendix 1. The Council is
committed to developing and implementing the objectives enshrined in these plans into their management practices; although these are not all relevant
to the Lower Crane Environment. The plans that will have most relevance are: broad leaved woodland, neutral grassland, reedbeds, rivers and streams,
hedgerows, water vole, bats, hedgehog, pollinators, song thrush and stag beetle.

London Borough of Richmond upon Thames Nature Conservation Policy

Richmond Council adopted a new Nature Conservation Policy in which the Council recognises the special and diverse wildlife found within its Borough
and itsé duty to protect and preserve biodiver sisthrgugh marnagemdntoof its langd, plarmingl
obligations and monitoring. The policy can be found in Appendix 3.

London Borough of Richmond upon Thames Tree Policy
Richmond Council has a tree management policy which recognises the benefits of trees and outlines a responsible management approach towards
trees within the Borough. This can be found at Appendix 4.
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5.1

5.2

5.2.1.

52.2

523

524

5.3

5.3.1.

Si wviesi on and objectives

Site vision
To conserve, maintain and improve the quality of habitats, whilst improving the visitor experience on site.

Objectives
In line with the site vision, the following objectives have been developed to cover every aspect of management:

Obijective 1: Nature conservation
Maintain and improve the structural diversity of habitats on site to increase biodiversity and ensure key species are in optimum conditions. Identify
and enhance potential release sites for key species.

Objective 2: Visitor access and experience
Maintain the pathways and on-site information in such a way as to increase visitor enjoyment whilst retaining the sites importance for biodiversity.

Objective 3: Publicity, communication, and community involvement.

With support from the Council and Habitats and Heritage (H&H), raise the profile of the River Crane and communicate with the various Friends Groups,
residents and interested parties. Ensure volunteering work parties are regularly available and tasks are wide ranging to cater for different abilities.
Community volunteer engagement is a core component of the Crane Valley heritage and it is important that this legacy is preserved through future
generations.

Objective 4: Monitoring and management planning
Monitor the key habitats and species to ensure management action is achieving the site vision.
Review the management regularly and amend work plan as appropriate to ensure the site vision is achieved.

Look ahead to the next management plan period, factoring in potential further enhancements and management objectives.

Target performance indicators
At the end of the five-year period covered by the Management Plan, success will be measured against the following performance indicators:

Performance Indicator 1: Habitat condition and extent

Upon surpassing the five-year period, the key habitats within the Lower Crane Valley will be in a more favourable condition than they were at the

inception of this management plan. The key indicators for each habitat type are listed below:

River

1. Completion of at least 3 more medium to large scale river restoration projects, as outlined in Section 6.0 of this report and supporting documents
such as the Lower Crane Re-Naturalisation and Enhancement Plan (ZSL, 2023);

Lower Crane Valley Environmental Management Plan January 2024 i December 2028
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2. Delivery of at least 5 small to medium scale restoration interventions, such as shade reduction and deflector creation along chosen 150-250m
sections of river;

3. All existing river restoration and re-naturalisation interventions reinstated or maintained in good condition, such as deflectors, berms and
backwaters;

4. A measurably decreased impact of Himalayan balsam and other invasive species in riparian habitats in the Lower Crane Valley. *It is accepted that
this target will be dependent on successful partnership working with neighboring boroughs and landowners.

Woodland

1. Animprovement in the structural diversity of woodland throughout the Lower Crane Valley;

2. Anincrease in diversity of tree stock in woodland, with a decrease in the dominance of non-native species or those vulnerable to disease;

3. Clearly identified emergent canopy trees and future veterans, with appropriate management implemented accordingly.

4. An increase in the volume of woodland microhabitats, in particular standing and fallen deadwood.

Grassland

1. Increased floral species diversity within sward;

2. Decrease in the dominance and prevalence of undesirable species such as creeping thistle, burdock and common nettle;

3. Restoration of meadow areas which have been lost to bramble and scrub encroachment;

Hedgerow

1. 100% of hedgerows are in an appropriate cycle of laying or trimming;

2. Decrease in the dominance and prevalence of non/native or undesirable species in hedgerows such as buddleja and holm oak;

3. All gaps in existing hedgerows are planted-up with native whips, and failing specimens have been replaced;

4. Increase the length of actively managed hedgerow by 25%.

Reedbed

1. Reedbed areas are free of encroaching scrub and undesirable/non-native species as far as possible. Where Himalayan balsam is present, a
measurable decrease in abundance is observed;

2. Reedbeds are not impeding the natural flow of the river, i.e. choking the channel;

3. Expand the areas of reedbed habitat in the Lower Crane Valley by approximately 20%.

Scrub

1. Animprovement in structural diversity of scrub habitats throughout the Lower Crane Valley;

2. Reduction in the level of encroachment on other habitats, in particular grassland meadows.
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5.3.2.

5.3.3.

Other habitats
All other habitats will be reinstated or maintained in a way that they are functioning to their highest ecological potential and are free of
undesirable/invasive species and litter as far as possible.

As an addition, it is recommended that baseline habitat condition assessments using the most up to date version of the DEFRA Biodiversity Metric are
carried out to allow for measurable long-term comparisons to be made, extending beyond the period of this five-year plan.

Performance Indicator 2: Access and cleanliness

Upon surpassing of the five-year period, the accessibility and cleanliness of the Lower Crane Valley will have been maintained to a high standard and
wherever possible, improved through targeted action. The areas of focus upon which this will be assessed are as follows:
1. Formal pathways and seating areas are kept clear of overhanging or encroaching vegetation throughout the year;

2. Woodchip pathways are appropriately maintained during winter months;
3. Infrastructure and signage is maintained in good condition and repaired/reinstated promptly when required;
4. All areas are kept free of litter. Fly-tipping and graffiti incidents are remediated promptly.

Performance Indicator 3: Community involvement

Upon surpassing of the five-year period, there will be a measurable increase in community involvement in the Lower Crane Valley. There are three
areas of focus on which this will be assessed:
1. Numbers of people participating in volunteer events;

2. Number of local community groups with a registered interest in or actively using the site;
3. Use of areas/facilities specifically designated for community involvement, such as outdoor classrooms and community orchards.
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6. 0Si management

6.1 Rationale

The following sections detail the bespoke aims, objectives and management prescriptions for each individual site within the Lower Crane Valley. The
landscape has been broken down into a series of individually recognised sites which make up the Lower Crane Valley. For the purposes of this
Management Plan, the river has also been separated from adjoining terrestrial sites and is broken down into four separate reaches for targeted
management. There is also an additional management compartment for the Duke of

General management prescriptions which are not site specific and apply to the Lower Crane Valley at a landscape scale are described separately in
Section 7.0.

Key to terms used within the prescriptions and work programme

AC - Arboriculture Contractor

Appropriate Council Officer - This will be advised when the contract starts

FORCE i Friends of River Crane Environment

FOM&B i Friends of Moormead and Bandy

FOKG i Friends of Kneller Gardens

RGG 1 Richmond Green Gym

GMC 1 Grounds Maintenance Contractor

LBRuT i London Borough of Richmond upon Thames

NCC i Nature Conservation Contractor

H&H 7 Habitats and Heritage

Vols 7 Volunteers and community groups, encompassing Friends Groups, Richmond Green Gym, The Conservation Volunteers, corporate workdays.
Local volunteers i A dedicated local group looking after a small, specific area.

*Minor trees i Trunks and limbs with a diameter of 10cm or less at 1.3m height off ground (DBH, Diameter at Breast Height)

**Brash piles - No more than 15n0 cubic meter brash piles to be on site at any one time, all excess to be removed off site, to avoid fire hazards
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L

|l ttl e Park

Overview 2. Management aims and vision

Little Park is the northernmost par tThegnanagementfoeys folitle Pagkwilbee pPar k, fr om
Hanworth Road in the south to the borough boundary with Hounslow a) To maintain and enhance the wet woodland and ditch habitat in the
in the north. Bordered by the River Cranetothewesti wi t h Houns | owd glade

the east, the site today is mostly secondary ash and sycamore
woodland. Hidden by this succession, however, are mature oak, willow
and alder trees and an extensive remnant ditch network which give
clues to the site6s rovide dppertunitiesafor
restoration. A single main path with some informal offshoots runs
through the site to a footbridge over the river at the north end.

appropriate species and diversifying the understorey
c) To eliminate invasive non-native plants from Little Park

his td?J rT)P_ imarq]v% the Iyisito.r expe.rience in erqe Park .by upgra.ding the
existing path route, increasing opportunities to view the river and

The shrub layer consists of frequent elder, hawthorn and holly, 3. Prescriptions

occasional horse chestnut saplings and rare wild privet and purging Objective 1: Nature conservation
buckthorn. Ground flora in the woodland is poor, with ivy, common Prescription 1: Removal of invasive non -native plant species i
nettle, cow parsley and bramble the main species, with occasional NCClinvasive weed contractor/volunteers

hedge woundwort and wood avens. In wetter areas, stands of remote
sedge remain. Himalayan balsam does dominate a significant area
along the river but also permeating throughout the woodland west of
the footpath.

Eliminate Himalayan balsam and giant hogweed from the site to
improve the success in restoring native vegetation; prioritise recently
restored habitats and the river channel.

1. Where there are dense stands of only Himalayan balsam, cut these

A new wet woodland glade was created in 2023 and 200m of remnant low to the ground with a brushcutter before seeding

ditch restored to create a wetland refuge, newly reconnected to the ) o . .
2.  Where Himalayan balsam is mixed with other species, hand pull

main river.

Feat fint n Ref | Habitat these stems, ensuring roots are removed wherever possible; cut
ca urgs ot Interes et f”‘ e - stems do regenerate within the same season.

Footbridge A Riverbank with 3 T _ H q di

Riverside viewpoint marginals and scrub : reat glant ogwee according

Remnant ditches B Wooded riverbank 4. Monitor monthly for new invasive plants between March and
Wet woodland glade C Ditch network September and programme as required.
Former water vole colony D Broadleaved woodland Prescription 2: Riverbank management i NCC/Vols
E Broadleaved woodland Create a mosaic of marginal vegetation, grassland, bramble scrub and
F Broadleaved woodland short rotation coppice with occasional wetland trees.

Compartment A
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1. Maintain the reduced shading within this compartment by re-
pollarding and re-coppicing the riverside trees. Leave all large wood
(>10cm) either on the bank top or bank face; whole fallen trees can
be left - if they protrude slightly into the river they should be staked
on the bank top.

2. On a patchwork basis, cut back areas of brambles and nettles and
coppice scrub, ensuring that the marginals and grassland are not
encroached upon.

3. Plant a small number of riverbank trees where they will not impact
the marginal, grassland and in-channel habitats i alder, alder
buckthorn, purging buckthorn, hawthorn, native black poplar and
willows other than crack.

4. Consider creating small pond or scrape features in the ends of the
remnant ditches near the main river.

Compartment B

1. Thin sycamore and ash from the riverbank by 25%, taking 5% each
yeatr, to reduce shading and create a more open bank.

2. On a patchwork basis, cut back areas of brambles and nettles and
coppice scrub.

3. Plant a small number of riverbank trees where they will not impact
the marginal, grassland and in-channel habitats T alder, alder
buckthorn, purging buckthorn, hawthorn, native black poplar and
willows (excluding crack willow).

i NCC/Vols

Maintain the restored ditches and floral diversity within the glade.

Prescription 3: Glade management

1. Remove encroaching bramble and nettle at least twice annually to
ensure the marginals, grassland and young trees are retained.

Seed or plug plant any bare areas with appropriate species mix.

Re-pollard the retained trees on rotation if shading becomes an
issue.

4. Once the main glade is in good condition, extend the glade along
the cross-ditch to the north.

5. Monitor flood frequency of the glade and adjust ditch connection
depth if required, in agreement with Environment Agency.

i NCC/Vols

Diversify the structure and species composition of the woodland using
tradition conservation management practices. Where possible,
implementation of thinning and coppicing prescriptions should be spread
out evenly over the 5-year management plan period. Stack most arisings
to be on site as deadwood habitat but chip a portion for the path.

Prescription 4; Woodland management

Compartment D & E

1. In compartment D, thin semi-mature sycamore and ash showing
signs of dieback by approximately 25%, taking 5% per year.
Prioritise removing trees from within the remnant ditch channels.

2. Incompartment E, thin semi-mature sycamore and ash by 10% over
the course of the plan.

3. Remove ash, horse-chesthut and sycamore
prioritising the remnant ditch channels.

4. Following thinning, underplant the channel ridges with hazel,
disease-resistant elm, wild privet and hawthorn, with alder, alder
buckthorn, downy birch and purging buckthorn in more open areas.
Include occasional willows other than crack.

5. Thin 20% of holly.

6. Away from the path, ring-bark approximately 5% of early-mature
sycamore trees to create future standing deadwood habitat.

Compartment F

1. Manage this compartment as low-intervention, undertaking works
only for safety.

regeneration,

Objective 2: Visitor access and experience

Prescription 5: Improve access and views of the river
NCC/FORCE
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Improve the existing footpath through the woodland rather than create
a new route. Consider how to improve views of the river.

1. Agree route with FORCE. Amend path route as needed to simplify
bends and avoid any key features.
Remove any trees constraining the path along its route.
Install ditch crossings (based on the trial pipe design) along the
existing route.

4. Woodchip the woodland path each spring following tree
management works.

5. Cut back bramble and other pathside vegetation along the path at
least twice each summer to maintain comfortable access.

6. Atthe main riverside viewing point, improve access to the riverbank
with a ditch crossing.

7. Add an eco-friendly preservative to the footbridge at appropriate
intervals.

8. Consider further viewpoints or access points, one each in
Compartments D and E where the path is close to the river - taking
into account further site enhancement works and water vole habitat.

Prescription 6: Improve site information T LBRUT/FORCE
Improve on-siteandon-l i ne i nf ormati on about
management.

1. Install one or two interpretation panels about the site and the river
restoration.

2.l mprove the sitebs webpage to
management and restoration.

Objective  3: Publicity, communication, and __community

involvement.

Prescription 7: Work in partnership with LB Hounslow
Maintain communication with LBH and Greenspace 360.

1. Maintain contact with LBH and Greenspace 360 to ensure the
strategic management of Little Park and Pevensey Road NR
remains in concert.

restoration and

(@)
n

site

ude more details of the sitebs
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead Prescription details Comments
2| = 0 © I~ o Timing resource
S| o N N o N
= o o o o o
o AN N N N N
P1: Removal of invasive Brushcut stands of only Himalayan balsam. | Areas may need
non-native plant species 1| Al | Al | Al | Al | Al | Mari Sep NCC/Vols Hand pull where mixed with other species. | more than one
P P Treat giant hogweed with herbicide. treatment annually.
Maintain the reduced shading within this Avoid bird nesting
compartment by re-pollarding and re- when cutting
P2: Riverbank 11 A A |A A A Octi Mar NCC/Vols coppicing the riverside trees bramble and scrub.
management Cut back bramble and other
suckers/leaders from the grassland and
remove the stumps
Remove encroaching bramble and nettle at
Mar & Sep least twice annually.
P3: Glade management 1| C C C C C sél f‘ ﬁéb NCC/Vols Seed or plug plant any bare areas.
b Re-pollard trees and manage woodland
(3 &4) _
edge as needed to manage shading.
Extend glade along cross-ditch to the north.
Thin semi-mature sycamore and ash Consider potential
showing signs of dieback; impacts to wildlife
Remove ash, horse-chestnut and sycamore | including nesting
regeneration; birds, roosting bats,
. . Thin or coppice 5% of holly each year; and badgers.
P4. Woodland 1 D, DE | DE | DE | DE Octi Mar NCC/Vols Ring bark 5% of retained early-mature
management E i
sycamore trees to create future standing
deadwood habitat;
Underplant woodland in Compartments D
and E with appropriate species as agreed
with LBRuUT Ecology Officer.
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Work closely with FORCE to agree route
and viewpoints.
Oct1 Mar Remove trees constraining the path.
P5: Improve access and ' | e | DE | DEE | DE (2) NCC/FORCE Install ditch crossings a_long the existing
views of the river E Apri Sep route and at riverside viewing point.
(3-7) Woodchip the woodland path annually.
Cut back pathside vegetation during
summer.
P6: Improve site All year LBRuT/ Install interpretation panel.
information FORCE Improve information available on-line.
P7: Work in partnership LBRuT/ o
with LB Hounslow All year FORCE Maintain regular contact.
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The semi-natural deciduous woodland at Crane Park is relatively
undisturbed with numerous fallen trees and branches and areas of
dense scrub and undergrowth. The range of tree ages is good and
there are saplings, mature and veteran trees present. There are trees
with areas of deadwood and holes good for bat roosts and hole nesting
birds such as nuthatch and titmice. The most common trees are
sycamore, ash, horse chestnut, pendunculate oak and hawthorn.
Occasional English elm, alder, grey poplar, purging buckthorn and
elder are also present, and each parcel of woodland has its own
distinguishable characteristics, particularly in the composition of the
understory, such as the field maple in Compartment F, hornbeam in C
and, notably, wych elm in G.

Cr ane

1. Overview

The field layer is dominated by common tall herbs including nettle, cow
parsley, ¢ o ¢ Kost@nd false-oat grass with large areas of bramble.
Other species present include a mixture of shade tolerant and
woodland plants such as ground elder, ground ivy, wood avens and
upright hedge parsley with grassland and open ground species such
as creeping thistle, creeping buttercup, greater plantain and dock
species.

There are two primary meadow areas within Crane Park, the first of
which (Compartment A) is adjacent to the west of Chertsey Road and
is managed for wildflower diversity, with a regular occurrence of the
semi-parasitic plant red-bartsia, which suppresses the growth of
dominant coarse grasses providing opportunities for less vigorous
species and a greater diversity of wildflowers to establish. Other floral
species of note include | ady©obs
poppy, white campion and hoary mustard. The second meadow area
is Crane Park Meadow (Compartment E), one of the most heavily used
areas in Crane Park, located adjacent to the iconic brick tower (See
Section 3.5). This meadow is managed on an amenity cutting cycle and
is used as a picnic/recreational area.

2.

bedst

Features of interest Ref. | Habitat

FORCE dragonfly bench A Grassland meadow

FORCE oak bench B Bramble scrub

Future veteran trees C Broadleaved woodland

Brick tower D Mixed scrub and

Ellerman Avenue Island woodland

Outdoor classroom E Amenity grassland

Nesting sparrowhawk meadow

Native black poplars F Broadleaved woodland

Wild service tree G Broadleaved woodland

Earth blast mounds from H Broadleaved woodland

gunpowder works I Mixed scrub and
woodland

Black poplar and wild J Orchard area

servicetrees K Woodland glade

Management aims and vision

The management focus for Crane Park will be as follows:

a) To secure the long-term future of the woodland by diversifying the
understory and the next generation of dominant trees, in a way that
seeks to further define the uniquity and individual character of each
of the various woodland parcels within Crane Park;

b) To improve the floral diversity and overall condition of the meadow
(Compartment A), reducing the dominance of undesirable species

r.a gnd pernicéiorusr WoeedS; wil d mar j r a ed

C) %’ devglop a varievé,’mosaic structure gf sclrug throurgT;]Hout {:rane
Park with an increased number of scalloped edges and glades
which provide ecological niches for invertebrates, birds, small
mammals and reptiles;

d) To improve the visitor experience in Crane Park, utilising the
spaces available as an outdoor education hub for the Richmond
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e) Community, in particular via restoration of the Hanworth Road
outdoor classroom and orchard area.

3. Prescriptions

Obijective 1: Nature conservation

Prescription 1: Meadow management T NCC

Improve the floral diversity and overall condition of the wildlife meadow
Compartment A, reducing the dominance of undesirable species.

1. Take a hay cut biannually, achieving a sward height of 10-15cm and
leaving 10% uncut. Any cuttings should be removed off site,
however a small proportion can be used to create a hibernaculum
in woodland/scrub edge areas. Meadow cuttings must be carried
out in appropriate weather conditions and as per good practice.

2. Cut dense patches of undesirable species such as burdock and
hogweed in mid-summer as appropriate, prior to seed dispersal.

Prescription 2: Clearance of encroaching bramble 7 NCC/Vols

Extend and conserve the wildlife meadow Compartment A, by
removing the encroaching bramble.

1. Cutback bramble and other suckers/leaders from the grassland and
remove the stumps.

2. Scallop the edges of bramble scrub in Compartment B every 2 years
to improve the structure of edge habitats around the meadow.

Prescription 3: Woodland management i NCC

Diversify the structure and species composition of the woodland
utilising traditional conservation management practices. Where
possible, implementation of thinning and coppicing prescriptions
should be spread out evenly over the 5-year management plan period.
All arisings to be cut and stacked on site as deadwood habitat.

Compartment C:

1. Thin semi-mature sycamore and ash showing signs of dieback by

approximately 25%, taking 5% per year.

Remove ash, horse-chestnut and sycamore regeneration.

Remove non-natives such as turkey oak, Norway maple and false
acacia where they occur.

4. Halo-thin around dominant oaks.

5. Following thinning, underplant with suitable canopy and understory
trees such as alder, hornbeam, small-leaved lime, disease-resistant
elm, field maple, hazel, aspen and wild service tree.

6. Manage hazel and field maple on a 7-year rotational coppice cycle.

Thin 10% of holly.

8. Ring-bark approximately 5% of early-mature sycamore trees to
create future standing deadwood habitat.

wn

~

Compartment F:

1. Coppice understory trees on a 7-year rotational cycle.
2. Ring-bark approximately 5% of early-mature sycamore trees to
create future standing deadwood habitat.

Compartment G:

Remove ash, horse-chestnut and sycamore regeneration.

Remove non-natives where they occur.

Coppice 10% of holly each year.

Following thinning, underplant with hornbeam and hazel.
Ring-bark approximately 5% of early-mature sycamore trees to
create future standing deadwood habitat.

SEE N

Compartment H:

1. Thin semi-mature sycamore and ash showing signs of dieback by
approximately 25% taking 5% per year.

2. Remove non-natives where they occur.

3. Following thinning, underplant with alder, disease-resistant elm,
field maple and hazel.
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4. Ring-bark approximately 5% of early-mature sycamore trees to
create future standing deadwood habitat.

Prescription 4: Glade creation and management i NCC/Vols
Establish a series of glades within woodland edge areas, which are
currently dominated by brambles and nettles.

1. Scallop edges of bramble scrub in Compartment D by
approximately 2-3m depth along the northern edge of the footpath.

2. Create three new glades within Compartment D in areas of dense
bramble or ruderal vegetation cover.

3. Within newly created glades and existing glade (Compartment K),
manage bramble and ruderal species regrowth intensively during
first two growing seasons, removing arisings and bramble stumps.

Prescription 5: Establishment of community orchard 7 NCC/Vols

Continue the establishment of Compartment J as an accessible
community space for fruit and nut harvesting.

1. Extend the clearing to the east and establish a dead-hedge
boundary.

2. Diversify the stock of fruit trees through additional planting.

3. Undertake regular management of brambles and ruderal regrowth
as necessary. Non-woody arisings can be used to create a compost
heap in the corner of the site.

4. Manage hazel on a 7-year rotational coppice cycle.

Prescription 6: Management of Ellerman Avenue Island i Local

volunteers/ FORCE

Establish Ellerman Avenue Island (a small island of planted shrubbery
and wildflowersat one of the siteobs
Avenue) as a notable entrance feature to Crane Park.

1. Weed island once per-month throughout summer growing period,
removing burdock seedheads when they appear.

northern

2. Prune wayfaring tree shrubs during autumn months to encourage
dense, bushy growth.

Prescription 7: Wetland creation 7 LBRUT/NCC/FORCE

Explore options for creation of new ponds or wetland within Crane Park,
seeking external funding where necessary to deliver installation.

1. Undertake a feasibility study to establish potential locations for new
ponds or wetland within Crane Park.

Objective 2: Visitor access _and experience

Prescription 8: Orchard trail i NCC

Create a trail through the community orchard (Compartment J) to
facilitate access and encourage use and enjoyment of the area.

1. Install a woodchip trail through the orchard to improve access.

Prescription 9: Restoration of Hanworth Road  classroom i GMC

Restore the Hanworth Road classroom area and encourage continued
use and enjoyment of the area.

1. Repair damage to seating area and inspect regularly for future
maintenance requirements.

2. Top-up ground with wood chip during the winter months as
necessary.

3. Ensure that the areas around the classroom are kept free of weeds
and encroaching brambles.

entrances off of Ell er man
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Objective 3: Publicity, communication, and community
involvement.

Prescription 10: Definition and naming of woodland s i FORCE,
LBRuUT

With a view to improving visitor experience and engagement, consider

naming individual woodland parcels throughout Crane Park to

celebrate the cultural heritage of thesite, and further define each areads
individual character.

1. Study in more detail the history of Crane Park and the existing
features of heritage, such as veteran trees, earth works and
structures within the woodlands to inspire appropriate naming of
woodland areas.
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead Prescription details Comments
5 N 0 © N S Timing resource
| | & | | &R
Must be carried out
Carry out a biannual hay cut, leaving 10% in appropriate
P1: Meadow 1 A A A A A Mar - Oct NCC uncut and removing arisings from site. weather conditions.
management Cut and remove dense patches of Pre-works check for
undesirable species prior to seed dispersal. | hedgehogs and
reptiles.
Cut back bramble and other Avoid bird nesting
suckers/leaders from the grassland and
remove the stumps.
Er?érco[:(?k:ﬁlgcte)rg;ble 1 AB A AB A 'g Oct - Mar NCC/Vols Scallop the edges of brambl_e scrub in
Compartment B every 2 years to improve the
structure of edge habitats around the
meadow.
Thin semi-mature sycamore and ash Consider potential
showing signs of dieback; impacts to wildlife
Halo thin around dominant oaks; including nesting
Remove non-natives such as turkey oak birds, roosting bats,
and Norway maple; and badgers.
c | c C. C. C. izrgr?;/reazgzz horse-chestnut and sycamore
P3: Woodland 1 F F F F, X Oct - Mar NCC Thin or coppice 10% of holly each year;
management G, G, G, G, G, - . . .
H H H H H Rotational coppice of hazel and field maple;

Ring bark 5% of retained early-mature
sycamore trees to create future standing
deadwood habitat;

Underplant woodland in Compartments C,
F and H with appropriate species as agreed
with LBRUT Ecology Officer.
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O(Zt1|&£\;lar Scallop edges of bramble scrub by
Apri Sep approximately 2-3m depth;
(3 &4) Create three new glades within northern
P4: Glade creation and D, D, D, D, D, bramble scrub areas. Avoid bird nesting
1 NCC/Vols
management K K K K K , and badgers setts
Manage bramble and ruderal species
regrowth intensively during first two growing
seasons, removing arisings and bramble
stumps.
" Extend and maintain the clearing, keeping it | Encourage
P5: Establishment of ?ftzl &M4a;r free of brambles and ruderal vegetation. community
: . 1 J J J J J " NCC/Vols Create a dead hedge along the eastern involvement in
community orchard Apri Sep b . .
3) (_)und_ary, _ o managing the
Diversify fruit tree stock within the orchard. orchard
. Weed island once per-month throughout
P6: Management of Apr(ll)Sep summer growing period, removing burdock
' seedheads when they appear.
Ellerman Avenue Island 1 c c c C C Oct1 Dec FORCE W yapp
2 Prune wayfaring tree shrubs during autumn
months to encourage dense, bushy growth.
_ LBRUT /NCC/ Undertake a feasibility study to establish
P7: Wetland creation 2 All | All All All All Apr- Sep FORCE potential locations for new ponds or wetland
within Crane Park.
Install a woodchip trail through the orchard
P8: Orchard trail 1 J J J J J Oct - Mar NCC to improve access.
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P9: Restoration of

Repair damage to seating area and inspect
regularly for future maintenance
requirements.Top-up ground with wood
chip during the winter months as

Hanworth Road 1 I I I I I All year GMC necessary.
classroom
Ensure that the areas around the classroom
are kept free of weeds and encroaching
brambles.
C C C C C Study in more detail the history of Crane
P10: Definition and 2 F, F, F, E, E, /A FORCE/ Park and the existing features of heritage,
naming of woodlands G | G G G, G, LBRUT such as veteran trees, earth works and
H H H H H

structures within the woodlands to inspire
appropriate naming of woodland areas.
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€ ? g 1. Overview

: ' Crane Park Island is a Local Nature Reserve surrounded by the river in
Crane Park, characterised by a mosaic of woodland, scrub, ditches,
ponds and reedbed that has developed following the cessation of
industrial activity in the area in the mid-20t century. The island is rich in
biodiversity and is home to a number of rare species including water vole
and water rail. It is used as an educational hub by London Wildlife Trust
who manage the reserve and acts as an extremely successful focal point
for engaging the Richmond community with the ecology of riparian
ecosystems.

2. Management aims and vision

This site is managed by London Wildlife Trust, who work to a bespoke
management plan for the site, independently from LBRuT. Riverside
willow and osier are regularly coppiced, reedbeds are cut on rotation,
and invasive species management is undertaken regularly.

Features of interest
Reedbed

Water vole population
Water ralil

Ponds
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. Overview

The Hospital Bridge Meadow is a triangular wildflower meadow
approximately 0.6 Ha in size on the northern bank of the River Crane. It
lies in between the junction of Chertsey Road and Hospital Bridge Road.
It has historically been sown with a cultivated/ornamental annual
wildflower mix but has since been established as a native wildflower
meadow which is rich in native species, including yarrow, wild sage,
greater knapweed,

y el | o backrmedick, lwéd,

I dge

Meadow

marjoram, field scabious, tansy, meadow barley, meadow cranesbill and
common toadflax. The meadow is however blighted by the prevalence
of species undesirable and invasive in wildflower meadows such as
creeping thistle, common nettle and burdock, which in places have
formed a localised monoculture.

A number of boundary trees exist around the boundaries, including
Lombardy poplar, hornbeam, narrow-leaved ash, lime and box elder.

Habitat
Grassland meadow

Features of interest Ref.
Diverse wildflower sward A

Management aims and vision

The overarching aim of management will be to enhance the condition of
the species-rich grassland. This will primarily be achieved through
intensive tackling of the dominant undesirable species. It is also
proposed to plant a hedgerow around the site boundary.

Prescriptions

Objective 1: Nature conservation

Prescription 1: Meadow management 1 NCC

Improve the floral diversity and overall condition of the wildlife meadow.

1. Take a hay cut annually , achieving a sward height of 10-15cm. Any
cuttings should be removed off site. Meadow cuttings must be
carried out in appropriate weather conditions and as per good
practice.

Prescription 2: Remove undesirable species 7 NCC

Reduce the dominance of undesirable species.

1. Hand-pull common nettle and creeping thistle patches during early
summer before the plants flower.
2. Cut off burdock flowers to prevent seed spreading.

I'adyd sprenfofehiPatisingsom site.
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Prescription 3: Native hedge planting 7 NCC/Vols

Plant approximately 100m of native hedgerow along the eastern and
north-western boundaries of the site. The hedgerow will continue to be
traditionally managed by laying with stakes and binders, however it is
not likely to require laying or re-laying within the time-frame of this
management plan.

1. Plant whips of native species such as hawthorn, field maple,
hazel, guelder rose, dogwood, hornbeam, wayfaring tree and
blackthorn. Species will be chosen by LBRuUT in agreement with
FORCE. If appropriate the ground will need to be prepared and
dug over.

2. Monitor hedge annually. Replace any failed whips during the
autumn or winter.
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead resource Prescription details Comments
T < Te} © ~ [oe) Timing
S| o N N
| & | & | & | & | S
Must be carried out
Annual hay cut of meadow to be :/Uei\gﬁg?%?)?wtdeitions
P1: Meadow management | 1 | A A A A A | Sepi Oct NCC undertaken during the autumn, removing Pre-works check fdr
arisings from site. h
edgehogs and
reptiles.
Juni Jul Hand-pull creeping thistle and common Remove arisings
P2: Remove undesirable (1) nettle during early summer, cut off from site.
species LA A A A A Jul'i Oct NCC burdock flowers between July and
(2) October.
Species to be
Plant whips of native species to on chosen by LBRUT
P3: Native hedge planting | 1 | A A A Oct - Mar NCC/Vols eastern and north-western boundaries of Ecology Officer in

site.

agreement with
FORCE.
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. Overview

Willow Way is a small mosaic of grassland, scrub and riparian
woodland, located in the junction between Chertsey Road and Hospital
Bridge Road. A hedgerow is present along the southern boundary of
the site adjacent to the grassland meadow. The woodland has a fairly
open canopy across most of the site, consisting primarily of white
poplar, ash and sycamore, with occasional oak, common alder and
Italian alder. Areas directly adjacent to the riverbank are dominated by
crack-willow scrub.

There is a grassland meadow of a moderately species-rich sward
approximately 0.06 Ha in size adjacent to the eastern entrance to the
site, with a species-rich hedgerow along the southern boundary
(dogwood, guelder rose, hawthorn, spindle, blackthorn, field maple,
wild privet and rose). To the west of the meadow extends an area of
dense bramble scrub of similar size, which eventually graduates into
mature woodland towards the western entrance to the site on Chertsey
Road.

Features of interest at this site include the FORCE egret bench, a
riverbank viewing area, and an overflow ditch in the woodland running
parallel to Chertsey Road.

Features of interest Ref. | Habitat

FORCE egret bench A Grassland meadow
Future veteran oak trees B Bramble scrub
Riverbank viewing area C Native mixed hedgerow
Overflow ditch D Bramble scrub

E Woodland

F Willow scrub

G Woodland

. Management aims and vision

Enhancement of the grassland meadow, which has a high density of
undesirable species including burdock, horseradish and encroaching
bramble, forms the primary focus of management at this site.
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Woodland management prescriptions have also been included to
improve structure and diversity in the long-term, and support the
development of the dominant trees, with a focus on identification of
possible future veterans.

. Prescriptions

Obijective 1: Nature conservation

Prescription 1: Meadow management 7 NCC

Improve the floral diversity and overall condition of the wildlife meadow
(A), reducing the dominance of undesirable species.

1. Take a hay cut biannually, achieving a sward height of 10-15cm.
Any cuttings should be removed off site, however a small proportion
can be used to create a hibernaculum in woodland/scrub edge
areas. Meadow cuttings must be carried out in appropriate weather
conditions and as per good practice.

2. Cut or dig-out dense patches of undesirable species such as
burdock and horseradish in mid-summer as appropriate, prior to
seed dispersal.

Prescription 2: Clearance of encroaching bramble T NCC/Vols
Extend and conserve the wildlife meadow (Compartment A), by
removing the encroaching bramble.

1. Cutback bramble and other suckers/leaders from the grassland and
remove the stumps.

2. Mow bramble in Compartments B and D to extend the wildflower
meadow (A). Remove remaining stumps following cutting to prevent
regrowth.

Prescription 3: Hedgerow management i NCC/Vols

Manage the hedgerow (C) on site to establish dense, bushy lateral
growth.

1. Flail boundary hedgerow to a height of 2m, once every 2 years.

T NCC
Diversify the structure and species composition of the woodland

utilising traditional conservation management practices. All arisings to
be cut and stacked on site as deadwood habitat.

Prescription 4: Woodland management

1. Plant the woodland understory with suitable riparian species where
appropriate in Compartment E, such as alder and willow, with a view
to the succession of future canopy trees.

2. Halo-thin sycamore around mature oaks in Compartment G.

Prescription 5: Installation and maintenance of bat and bird
boxes T FORCE

Additional bat and bird boxes will be installed to increase roosting and
nesting opportunities on site. Boxes must be maintained in good
condition to ensure their longevity and availability for continued use. An
ecologist holding a Natural England Bat Survey Licence to disturb bats
must be consulted prior to bat box maintenance.

Installation

1. Install a minimum of two bat and two bird (suitable for nuthatch and
treecreeper) boxes on site on appropriately located mature trees or
buildings.

2. Bat boxes should be hung at approximately 4m height, away from

any low hanging branches or obstructions, at a south-westerly
through to south-easterly aspect.

3. Bird boxes should be hung between 3 and 5m high on a tree or

building, with a clear flight path away from disturbance. The
entrance to the box should face away from prevailing weather
conditions.

Annual maintenance:

1. Ensure box is still hung securely.
2. Adjust fixings as appropriate, check box for any damage.
3. Clean out old nest material/droppings and debris.
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead Prescription details Comments
2| = 0 © I~ o Timing resource
S| o N IN o I
= o o o o o
o AN AN (V] N N
Must be carried out
Carry out a biannual hay cut, removing in appropriate
P1: Meadow management | 1 | A A A A A Mar - Oct NCC arisings from site. weather conditions.
Cut and remove dense patches of Pre-works check for
undesirable species prior to seed dispersal. | hedgehogs and
reptiles.
Cut back bramble and other suckers/leaders | Avoid bird nesting
P2: Clearance of A, from the grassland and remove the stumps.
encroaching bramble 1B | A JA A A | Oct-Feb NCC/Vols Mow bramble to extend the wildflower
D meadow. Remove remaining stumps
following cutting to prevent regrowth.
P3: Hedgerow 1] ¢ c c c c Oct - Eeb NCC/Vols Flail hedgerow top to maintain at a height of Avoid bird nesting
management 2m.
Plant the woodland understory with suitable
: riparian species such as alder and willow. L :
P4: Woodland 1|1& | & Oct - Feb NCC P _ P .| Avoid bird nesting
management E E Halo-thin sycamore around mature oaks in
woodland at the western end of the site.
P5: Installation and Install in first year. Check condition of ;f;g(:?s? rbeatuired
maintenance of bat and 2 | Al | All | All [ All | Al October FORCE boxes annually, adjust fixings as g d :

bird boxes

appropriate, clean out boxes.

Consult appropriate
Council Officer
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Hospi t al

1. Overview

This narrow linear section of park includes areas of grassland, wetland,
reed beds and a native hedge planted with fruit trees. A tarmacked
footpath runs parallel to the river bordered by the riverbank to the south,
with amenity grass and mature trees to the north, including a copse of
lime towards the Meadway end.

The Lincoln Field wildflower meadow (Compartment E) is situated to the
westerly end adjacent to the Hospital Bridge Road entrance. A linear
sustainable urban drainage scheme (SUDS) channel is present along
much of the northern edge of the site, running from the eastern end of
Lincoln Field downstream to just beyond the Mill Road footbridge. This
channel consists of marshy habitat and wetland vegetation, and
functions equally as a valuable habitat enhancement.

The areas to the south of the river on this reach are described separately
in this management plan as Mill Road and Fulwell Park Meadow in the
following sections below.

Features of interest Ref. | Habitat

FORCE Robin bench A Broadleaved woodland
FORCE kingfisher bench B Amenity grassland
Traditionally laid C Native mixed hedgerow
hedgerow D Marshy ditch (SUDS)
SUDS ditch E Grassland meadow

Bri dge

Road to

2. Management aims and vision

This section of the Lower Crane has an important function as a wildlife
corridor, and therefore management of this area aims to maintain and
enhance the linear terrestrial habitat. Hedgerows and dead hedging will
be managed to ensure longevity, whilst the meadow and SUDS channel
will be kept free of encroaching scrub and undesirable species.

Prescription

Obijective 1: Nature conservation

Prescription 1: Meadow management i NCC

Improve the floral diversity and overall condition of Lincoln Field (E),
reducing the dominance of undesirable species.

1. Take a hay cut biannually, achieving a sward height of 10-15cm.
Any cuttings should be removed off site, however a small proportion
can be used to top up dead hedges. Meadow cuttings must be
carried out in appropriate weather conditions and as per good
practice.

2. Cut dense patches of undesirable species such as burdock prior to
seed dispersal.

Prescription 2: Hedgerow management i NCC/Vols

Manage the hedgerow (C) on site using traditional methods to establish
dense, bushy lateral and vertical growth.

1. Lay hedgerow along northern boundary, laying approximately 20%
in each year. Hedgerows should not be laid unless exceeding a
minimum of 2m height. There are sections of the hedgerow of
varying age, and therefore a pre-commencement visual inspection
should be undertaken in the late summer/early autumn to determine
the most appropriate section to be laid each year.

*Utilise arisings from hazel coppicing and willow pollarding to supply
poles and binders for hedge laying.
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2. Maintain the dead hedge which fills the small gaps in the hedgerow
along the northern boundary as required, with off-cuts from on-site
maintenance works.

Prescription 3: SUDS channel management i NCC

Maintain the SUDS channel (D) as both a functional flood alleviation

mechanism and an ecological habitat.

1. Keep the channel clear of encroachment from undesirable species
such as bramble, creeping thistle and burdock as necessary.

2. Carry out maintenance as required of post and wire fencing which
surrounds the western sections of the SUDS channel.
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead Prescription details Comments
= = 0 © ~ poe) Timing resource
S| o N IN
= o o o o o
o N N N N N
Must be carried out
Carry out a biannual hay cut, removing in appropriate
. ) arisings from site. weather conditions.
P1: Meadow management | 1 | E E E E E Mar - Oct NCC Cut and remove dense patches of Pre-works check for
undesirable species prior to seed dispersal. | hedgehogs and
reptiles.
Avoid bird nesting.
Lay approximately 20% in each year. Hedgerows should
P2: Hedgerow 1leclcle c | ¢ | oct-Feb NCC/Vols Maintain the dead hedge with off-cuts from | not be laid unless
management on-site maintenance works. exceeding a
minimum of 2m
height.
Keep channel clear of encroachment from
: undesirable species.
P3: SUDS channel 11 b D D D D All year NCC p

management

Maintain post and wire fence as required.
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. Overview

Fulwell Meadow lies to the east of Hospital Bridge Road, on the southern
bank of the River Crane. The site as described in this management plan
includes the meadow (A) and the surrounding woodland, scrub and tall-
herb/ruderal habitats.

The meadow is approximately 0.2 Ha in size and is dominated by
perennial rye grass and meadowsweet. Red-bartsia is also well
established, which suppresses the growth of the coarse grasses in the
meadow such as Yorkshire fog and timothy, which would likely otherwise
be dominant.

The woodland habitat to the west and south of the meadow is diverse
with a range of tree species including ash, white poplar and oak in the
canopy, and an understory of hazel, horsechestnut, elder, field maple,
field elm and bramble. Scrub habitats to the east consist of crack willow
and bramble.

Features of interest Ref. | Habitat

FORCE bench Grassland meadow
Native black poplars Woodland and scrub
Willow scrub

O|lm >

2. Management aims and vision

The primary aim of management at Fulwell Meadow is to enhance the
condition of the grassland and increase species diversity. Opportunities
for the creation of a new pond or standing water body will also be
explored.

3. Prescriptions

Obijective 1: Nature conservation

Prescription 1: Meadow management i NCC
Improve the floral diversity and overall condition of Fulwell Meadow.

Map data © 2024 ' 0 _',.ﬂ; - . = . o 1. Take a hay cut biannually, achieving a sward height of 10-15cm and
' ] ' T ' leaving 10% uncut. Any cuttings should be removed off site, however
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a small proportion can be used to create habitat features on site.
Meadow cuttings must be carried out in appropriate weather
conditions and as per good practice.

2. Create 2 small turf scrapes (approx. 50m?2) and sow a native neutral
grassland wildflower seed mixture. Seed should be sown by hand and
trodden in firmly. Where appropriate, plug-plants may also be used to
augment wildflower establishment.

Prescription 2: Clearance of encroaching bramble 7 NCC/Vols

Extend and conserve the wildlife meadow by removing the encroaching
bramble.

1. Cutback bramble and other suckers/leaders from the grassland and
remove the stumps.

Prescription 3: Scrub management i NCC

Establish a series of glades within woodland edge areas, which are
currently dominated by brambles and nettles.

1. Scallop edges of willow and bramble scrub on edges of grassland
by approximately 2-3m depth.

2. Within scalloped areas, manage bramble and ruderal species
regrowth intensively during first two growing seasons, removing
arisings and bramble stumps.

3. Insubsequent years, manage glades on a biannual cut and lift cycle
as grasses and wildflowers begin to establish.

Prescription 4: Woodland management i NCC/Vols

Remove non-native species from woodland understory and extend the
area of hazel coppice.

1. Remove non-native understory trees such as false acacia.
2. Manage hazel understory on a seven-year coppice cycle.
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead Prescription details Comments
=2 < 0 © ~ Foe Timing resource
o o o N
= o o o o o
o N N N N N
Must be carried out
Carry out a biannual hay cut, leaving 10% in appropriate
P1: Meadow management | 1 | A A A A A Mar - Oct NCC uncut and removing arisings from site. weather conditions.
Cut and remove dense patches of Pre-works check for
undesirable species prior to seed dispersal. | hedgehogs and
reptiles.
P2: Clearance of Cut back bramble and other suckers/leaders | Avoid bird nesting
encroaching bramble 1 A A A A A | Oct- Feb NCC/Vols from the grassland and remove the stumps.
Scallop edges of willow and bramble scrub Avoid bird nesting
. and badgers setts
on edges of grassland by approximately 2-
3m depth.
Within scalloped areas, manage bramble
B B B B B and ruderal species regrowth intensively
P3: Scrub management il el el c | ¢ | Oct-Feb NCC during first two growing seasons, removing
arisings and bramble stumps.
In subsequent years, manage glades on a
biannual cut and lift cycle as grasses and
wildflowers begin to establish.
Remove non-native understory trees such
: as false acacia.
P4: Woodland B| B | B | B | B | Oct-Feb | NCCNols
management

Manage hazel understory on a seven-year
coppice cycle.
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. Overview

The site known as Mill Road is a unique and attractive mosaic of
habitats which sits upon an island in between two branches of the River
Crane, accessed by a bridge adjoining Mill Road in Twickenham. It
consists of a meadow approximately 0.45 Ha in size, woodland, scrub
and an allotment. Additional features of interest include an insect bank,
the FORCE shire horse and stag beetle benches and a veteran pear
tree.

The woodland is mature but sparse and open, with large alder, hybrid
poplar, ash and willow dominating. The understory consists of shrubs
such as elder and dense bramble, and the ground flora is dominated
by tall herbs such as common nettle.

The most abundant floral species in the meadow are false-oat grass,
perennial rye grass, wall barley,c o c k 6 s f o0 ot fiegl mastard,,
ragwort, yarrow, ribwort plantain, common knapweed and black
horehound. The meadow is bordered by ash and sycamore trees along
the riverbanks.

Three nationally rare invertebrates, Rambur 6 s pied
(Tritomegas sexmaculatus), Raglius albracuminatus and Chrysolina
banksii feed on the black horehound around the edges of this meadow.

Features of interest Ref. | Habitat

FORCE shire horse bench A Grassland meadow
Insect bank B Woodland and scrub
Black horehound and C Amenity grassland
associated rare - -

. D Mixed native hedgerow
invertebrates
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2. Management aims and vision

The aim of management at Mill Road is to enhance the condition of the
grassland and woodland and increase species diversity. Preserving the
primary features of ecological interest, such as the veteran pear tree,
the insect bank and the population of nationally rare invertebrates are
also key considerations.

. Prescriptions

Objective 1: Nature conservation

Prescription 1: Meadow management i NCC
Improve the floral diversity and overall condition of Mill Road Meadow.

1. Take a hay cut biannually, achieving a sward height of 10-15cm.
Any cuttings should be removed off site, however a small
proportion can be used to create grass snake egg-laying heaps
on site. Meadow cuttings must be carried out in appropriate
weather conditions and as per good practice.

2. Cut or dig-out dense patches of undesirable species such as
burdock in mid-summer as appropriate, prior to seed dispersal.

T NCC/Vols

Extend and conserve the wildlife meadow by removing the encroaching
bramble. Care must be taken to preserve black horehound where
present on meadow edges.

Prescription 2: Clearance of encroaching bramble

1. Cut back bramble and other suckers/leaders from the grassland

and remove the stumps.
Prescription 3: Woodland management i NCC/Vols

Remove undesirable non-native species from woodland where they
occur, such as turkey oak, Norway Maple and false acacia.

Prescription 4: Woodland g lade creation 7 NCC/Vols

Establish a series of glades within bramble scrub dominated areas in
woodland understory and underplant with trees to develop the
understory.

1. Create one new glade (approximately 50-100m2) within dense
bramble understory of woodland.

2. Plant glade edges with hazel shrubs.

3. Within glade, manage bramble and ruderal species regrowth
intensively during first two growing seasons, removing arisings
and bramble stumps.

4. Continue to manage as required in future years.

Prescription 5: Insect bank maintenance 1 NCC/Vols

Restore and maintain insect bank in good condition, keeping the
feature clear of coarse grasses, pernicious weeds and encroaching
scrub.

1. Remove coarse grasses, pernicious weeds and encroaching
scrub from the insect bank as necessary.

Prescription 6: Hedgerow management 7 NCC/Vols

Manage newly planted hedgerow (D) to ensure successful
establishment during first 5 years of management.

1. Replace any failed whips during first 2 winters, and continue to
gap-up hedgerow as necessary.

2.  Remove competing weed species and maintain a layer of bark
mulch around base of hedgerow.
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead Prescription details Comments
=2 < 0 © ~ Foe Timing resource
o o N N
= o o o o o
o N N N N N
. . Must be carried out
Carry out a biannual hay cut, removing . .
arisings from site In appropriate
P1: Meadow management | 1 | A A A A A Mar - Oct NCC | weather conditions.
Cut and remove dense patches of
. : i . Pre-works check for
undesirable species prior to seed dispersal.
hedgehogs.
P2: Clearance of Cut back bramble and other suckers/leaders | Avoid bird nesting
) . 1] A A A A A Oct - Feb NCC/Vols from the grassland and remove the stumps.
encroaching bramble
. diand desirabl ] ) Avoid impacts to
P3: Woodlan 11 B B B B B | Oct- Feb NCCNols Remove undesirable non-native species | pats and nesting
management from woodland. birds
Create one new glade within dense bramble
understory of woodland.
Plant glade edges with hazel shrubs.
P4: Woodland glade 1181 B B B B | oct-Eeb NCC/NVols Wwithin glade, manage bramble and ruderal Avoid bird nesting
creation species regrowth intensively during first two | for scrub clearance
growing seasons, removing arisings and
bramble stumps.
Continue to manage as required in future
years
Remove coarse grasses, pernicious weeds
P5: Insect bank 11 A A A A A All year NCC/Nols and encroaching scrub from the insect bank

maintenance

as necessary.
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P6: Hedgerow
management

D D D D Oct - Feb NCC/Vols

Replace any failed whips during first 2
winters, and continue to gap-up hedgerow
as necessary.

Remove competing weed species and
maintain a layer of bark mulch around base
of hedgerow.
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1. Overview

Meadway Community Orchard is a small fruit orchard in Twickenham
on the southern bank of the River Crane, adjacent to the main
pedestrian path on Meadway. Historically the site was a neglected
green space dominated by bramble scrub and ivy, however since being
reclaimed by FORCE in 2013 it has been repurposed as a community
orchard and planted with fruit trees and bushes. A stag beetle logger
and bird and bat boxes have also been installed. The orchard trees are
situated within a mosaic of rough grassland, tall herb and bramble
scrub habitat.

The orchard is currently managed by local volunteers, who have a
small compound on site. The volunteers carry out a variety of tasks
including fruit tree pruning, weeding, scrub management and
maintaining a small wildflower bed.

i DO <. <
e .
WilkitserBed L
. vt f Features of interest Ref. | Habitat
»‘Q AN 4 Orchard trees A Orchard and meadow
. 3w Wildflower bed grassland

2. Management aims and vision

Meadway Orchard will be maintained as an inviting community green
space which is utilised for the engagement and involvement of
residents. Conservation volunteering at the orchard will be actively
encouraged along with social activities, such as the harvesting of fruit.
The site will equally be enhanced and preserved aesthetically in
addition to management for nature conservation.

3. Prescriptions

" ' Obijective 1: Nature conservation

L]
9 ,.,” X ' Prescription 1: Meadow grassland maintenance 1 NCC

s 2 Improve and maintain the meadow grassland to increase the diversity

'y

> . N\ ) A\ > \
‘;Mantag;g%c’;og‘le

and abundance of floral and grass species.
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1. Grass to be cut biannually to a sward height of 10cm leaving 5%
uncut per year (to be rotated annually). Any cuttings should be
removed off site, a small proportion can be used to create a
hibernaculum, a maximum of 1 cubic metre to be on site at any
one time. Meadow cuttings must be carried out in appropriate
weather conditions and as per good practice.

2. Topping off of vigorous species, such as creeping thistle, before
seeds are set, may be required during the season.

Prescription 2: Maintenance of bat and bird boxes i
FORCE/Local volunteers

Bat and bird boxes must be maintained in good condition to ensure
their longevity and availability for continued use. An ecologist holding
a Natural England Bat Survey Licence to disturb bats must be
consulted prior to bat box maintenance.

1. Ensure box is still hung securely.
2. Adjust fixings as appropriate, check box for any damage.
3. Clean out old nest material/droppings and debris.

Prescription 3: Fruit tree care 1 Local volunteers

Thecareandmai nt enance of t hesuchagphuaingd 6s fruit trees
watering, weeding and mulching as necessary will be carried out by

local volunteers. As a space for community ownership and

engagement, the active local volunteers will maintain the leading role

in establishing and caring for orchard trees, and therefore detailed

specifications are not made within this management plan.

Prescription 4: Wildflower bed management i Local volunteers

The wildflower bed at the orchard has been established by local
volunteers and will continue to be maintained by the local community.
The volunteers will maintain the leading role in caring for the wildflower
bed, and therefore detailed specifications are not made within this
management plan.
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead resource Prescription details Comments
% < Te) © N~ ® Timing
0= (8N (8N} (a\}
= o o o o o
o N N N N N
. . Must be carried out
Carry out a biannual hay cut, removing . .
P1: Meadow grassland Mar - arisings from site In appropriate
" 1 A A A A A NCC i weather conditions.
maintenance Oct Cut and remove dense patches of
. : i . Pre-works check for
undesirable species prior to seed dispersal.
hedgehogs.
Licenced bat
P2: Maintenance of bat FORCE/Local Check condition of boxes annually, adjust ecologist required.
. 1| A A A A A Oct - . i
and bird boxes Volunteers fixings as appropriate, clean out boxes. Consult appropriate
Council Officer
P3: Fruit tree care 11 A A A A A As Local Management to be co-ordinated by local
required Volunteers volunteers.
P4: Wildflower bed 1 i i ) ) ) As Local Management to be co-ordinated by local
management required Volunteers volunteers.
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1. Overview
Kneller Gardens is a popular and well-used site located centrally in the
Lower Crane Val | edivergerme¢ with the Duktiof er 6 s
Nort humberl anddés River . sportsandslog-a popul
walking and hosts a number of facilities including a café, changing
rooms, sports courts and pitches, play equipment and outdoor gym
equipment.
The habitats on site consist primarily of amenity grassland, however
there is a diverse range of mature trees, including native black poplar,
which is a Richmond Biodiversity Action Plan species, dawn redwood,
London plane, English oak and golden weeping willow, which are
contributary to the withintthe éontexuoithegue char
Lower Crane Valley.
Other features of ecological interest include a mixed native hedge
which has been laid with stakes and binders, a large pollination
station/ecotone around the northern edge of the amenity grassland,
and bat and bird boxes.

Features of interest Ref. | Habitat

Pavillion A Amenity grassland

Native black poplars B 6Pol Il inati on
Sports facilities C Ruderal and scrub
Traditionally laid D Native mixed hedgerow
hedgerow

2. Management aims and vision

Kneller Gardens will be maintained as an iconic destination within the
Lower Crane Valley and a hotspot for sporting and leisure activities,
whilst continually enhancing the provisions for biodiversity with a focus
on landscape connectivity.
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3. Prescriptions

Obijective 1: Nature conservation

T GMC
Improve and maintain the pollination stations (Compartment B) to
increase the diversity and abundance of floral and grass species. To

be carried out by Grounds Maintenance Contractor in liaison with
LBRuUT Parks Officer and Ecology Officer.

1. Cut the grass biannually, achieving a sward height of 10-15cm.
Any cuttings should be removed off site.

2.  Monitor the establishment of wildflowers during the summer
months and prescribe supplementary seed sowing as appropriate.

3.  Where prescribed, lightly scarify the ground during autumn or
early spring and oversow with a native wildflower seed mixture.
Seed should be sown by hand and trodden in firmly.

T NCC/Vols

Prescription 1: Maintenance of pollination stations

Prescription 2: Native hedge planting

Extend hedgerow by approximately 200m across northern boundary of
the site to improve habitat connectivity and increase the volume of
fruiting and flowering shrubs. The hedgerow will continue to be
traditionally managed by laying with stakes and binders, however
neither the new or existing hedgerow is likely to require laying or re-
laying within the time-frame of this management plan.

3. Plant whips of native species such as hawthorn, field maple,
hazel, guelder rose, dogwood, hornbeam, wayfaring tree and
blackthorn. Species will be chosen by LBRuUT in agreement with
FORCE. If appropriate the ground will need to be prepared and
dug over.

4. Monitor hedge annually. Replace any failed whips during the
autumn or winter.

Gar dens

Prescription 3: Installation and maintenance of bat and bird
boxes T FOKG

Additional bat and bird boxes will be installed to increase roosting and
nesting opportunities on site. Boxes must be maintained in good
condition to ensure their longevity and availability for continued use. An
ecologist holding a Natural England Bat Survey Licence to disturb bats
must be consulted prior to bat box maintenance.

Installation
1. Install a minimum of two bat and two bird boxes on site on
appropriately located mature trees or buildings.

2. Bat boxes should be hung at approximately 4m height, away from
any low hanging branches or obstructions, at a south-westerly
through to south-easterly aspect.

3. Bird boxes should be hung between 3 and 5m high on a tree or
building, with a clear flight path away from disturbance. The
entrance to the box should face away from prevailing weather
conditions.

Annual maintenance:

1. Ensure box is still hung securely.
2. Adjust fixings as appropriate, check box for any damage.
3.  Clean out old nest material/droppings and debris.
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead Prescription details Comments
=2 < 0 © ~ Foe Timing resource
o o o N
= o o o o o
o N N N N N
g Cut and lift arisings bi-annually. Sow Monitor wildflower
P1: Maintenance of 1| B | B B B B | Mar- Oct GMC wildflower seeds as appropriate in autumn | €stablishment
pollination stations . annuall
or early spring. y
Species to be
Plant whips of native species to extend chosen by LBRuT
P2: Native hedge planting 1| C c |C Oct - Mar NCC/Vols b P . Ecology Officer in
hedgerow across northern boundary of site. :
agreement with
FORCE.
P3: Installation and Install in first year. Check condition of Ié?;gcfs(: :)eatuired
maintenance of bat and 1| Al | Al | Al | All | Al October FORCE boxes annually, adjust fixings as Consglt a qro riaie
bird boxes appropriate, clean out boxes. Council O?fpi)cef
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Mer eway Nature Park

W A N v 1. Overview

< | Mereway Nature Park sits in between the Duke of Northumberlandd s
River and the River Crane, at the point where the two rivers diverge. It
marks the beginning of the culverted, concrete-lined reach of the Crane
which has historically been artificially straightened, widened and
widened. The Nature Park itself is a mixture of dense scrub and
woodland, primarily dense bramble to the south of the tarmacked
footpath which runs through the centre of the site. There is also a small
grassy glade opposite the former Mereway Day Centre site. Mature
tree species present include sycamore, Swedish whitebeam, Norway
maple and oak. Elder is also common within the area.

Features of interest Ref. | Habitat
FORCE Fox Bench A Mixed scrub
Song thrush territories B Grassland glade
Scrub habitat with bird C Woodland
interest

D Mixed scrub and

woodland
E Grassland glade

2. Management aims and vision

Mereway Nature Park is an important mosaic of scrub habitat and hosts
one of the largest masses of bramble scrub within the Lower Crane
Valley. As such it is an important food and nesting/shelter resource for
a number of birds and small mammals and will be managed to maintain
a diversity of scrub habitat in different successional stages to ensure
that a variety of ecological niches are maintained. The glades and
scrub edges which provide a rich nectar source for pollinators and
enhance public access will also be preserved.

Map d&ta © 2024 Google
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Mer eway Nature Park

3. Following thinning, underplant with alder, field maple and hazel.

3. Prescriptions
P Prescription 4: Meadow management i NCC

Objective 1: Nature conservation

Improve the floral diversity and overall condition of the grassland glade

Prescription 1: Early successional scrub maintenance i NCC (B).

1. Take a hay cut biannually, achieving a sward height of 10-15cm.
Any cuttings should be removed off site, however a small proportion
can be used to create grass snake egg-laying heaps on site.
Meadow cuttings must be carried out in appropriate weather
conditions and as per good practice.

Successional scrub is a dynamic habitat which must be controlled in
order to prevent adjacent habitat such as grassland from disappearing,
however it is also valuable in its own right through providing nesting
opportunities to birds and overwintering invertebrates. A diverse scrub
habitat comprised of a mosaic of successional ages will be maintained
to provide a variety of ecological niches for wildlife.

1. Cut and remove bramble scrub along habitat margins (i.e. up to 5m
in from scrub edge) on a ten-year rotational cycle, never cutting
more than 1/10 of the scrub margins in any one year and avoid
cutting adjacent patches in consecutive years. All stems must be
cut to ground level to avoid creating any trip hazards.

A proportion of arisings may be used to top up dead hedges on site
in Compartment C.

Prescription 2: Clearance of encroaching bramble i NCC/Vols

Conserve the grassland glades in Compartment B and E by removing
the encroaching bramble. Care must be taken to preserve black
horehound where present on meadow edges.

1. Cutback bramble and other suckers/leaders from the grassland and
remove the stumps as necessary.

Prescription 3: Woodland management 17 NCC

Diversify the structure and species composition of the woodland

utilising traditional conservation management practices.

1. Thin semi-mature sycamore by approximately 25%, taking 5% per
year.
2. Remove sycamore regeneration.
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead Prescription details Comments
2| = 0 © I~ o Timing resource
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o AN AN N N N
P1- Early successional Cut and remove bramble scrub along Avoid bird nesting
' Y. 1| A A A A A | Oct- Feb NCC habitat margins (i.e. up to 5m in from scrub
scrub maintenance !
edge) on a ten-year rotational cycle.
Avoid bird nestin
P2: Clearance of 1B B | B | B | B | ouren | NeCNvols | from ihe grassiand and remove the stumps. i
encroaching bramble E E E E E 9 pS.
Thin semi-mature sycamore by
approximately 25%, taking 5% per year.
P3: Woodland
management 1|1 C| C C C C | Oct-Feb NCC Remove sycamore regeneration.
Following thinning, underplant with alder,
field maple and hazel.
. . Must be carried out
Carry out a biannual hay cut, removing . ;
arisings from site In appropriate
P4: Meadow management | 1 | E E E E E Mar - Oct NCC ) weather conditions.

Cut and remove dense patches of
undesirable species prior to seed dispersal.

Pre-works check for
hedgehogs.
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1. Overview
Craneford Way is a large area of grassland with a popular play area. It
is primarily managed for public amenity and sport as short-mown
grassland, however there are areas of rough grassland 6 pol | i nat i on
st at iaroumd the northern and western margins, and peripheral
areas of scrub to the west and south-east, which attract large numbers
of passerine birds such as dunnocks and greenfinches.
A number of parkland trees are scattered around the field margins,
including rowan, robinia, gray alder, field maple, Norway maple, cherry,
narrow-leaved ash, birch and Swedish whitebeam.

Craneford Way

Features of interest Ref. | Habitat

FORCE woodpecker A Amenity grassland
bench B Pollination station
View of renaturalised C Mixed scrub
riverbank D Dense scrub
Dense scrub with bird

interest

e g“ ‘ ¥
ogle.

!\:‘- A -.-‘ \ .',_".‘ g
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)
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Craneford Way

2. Management aims and vision

Habitat management at Craneford Way will focus on diversifying the

provision of habitats to support biodiversity whilst maintaining the
function as a space for public amenity and sport. A focus will be

maintained on managing the pressure of an increasing number of

visitors to the park, and ensuring long-term resilience to climate

change.

3. Prescriptions

Objective 1: Nature conservation

Prescription 1: Early successional scrub maintenance i NCC

A diverse scrub habitat comprised of a mosaic of successional ages

will be maintained to provide a variety of ecological niches for wildlife.

1. Annually cut and remove bramble scrub in Compartment C on a
ten-year rotational cycle, never cutting more than 1/10 of the scrub
margins in any one year and avoid cutting adjacent patches in
consecutive years.

Prescription 2: Maintenance of pollination stations 17 GMC
Improve and maintain the pollination stations to increase the diversity
and abundance of floral and grass species. To be carried out by
Grounds Maintenance Contractor in liaison with LBRuUT Parks Officer
and Ecology Officer.

1. Cutthe grass biannually, achieving a sward height of 10-15cm. Any
cuttings should be removed off site.

2. Monitor the establishment of wildflowers during the summer months
and prescribe supplementary seed sowing as appropriate.

3. Where prescribed, lightly scarify the ground during autumn or early
spring and oversow with a native wildflower seed mixture. Seed
should be sown by hand and trodden in firmly.
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead Prescription details Comments
=2 < 0 © ~ Foe Timing resource
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Cut and remove bramble scrub along Cut during autumn
P1: Scrub maintenance 11 ¢ C c c C | sep-oct NCC habitat margins on a ten-year rotational to avoid winter
cycle, never cutting more than 1/10 of the disturbance to
scrub margins in any one year. hibernating wildlife.
s Cut and lift arisings bi-annually. Sow Monitor wildflower
P2: Maintenance of 1 [ B BB B B e oct GMC wildflower seeds as appropriate in autumn | €stablishment

pollination stations

or early spring.

annually
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1. Overview

Land leased to Twickenham Rifle and Pistol Club, on the southern
bank of the River Crane opposite Craneford Way playing fields
forms an important part of the natural environment in the Lower
Crane Valley. The outdoor rifle range is no longer in use, and has
developed into an ecologically rich mosaic of tussocky grassland,
scrub and crumbling brickwork which retains a distinctly wild feel
within an urban setting. The semi-improved neutral grassland is
moderately species-rich and includes some species associated with
unimproved grassland. There are many anthills present within the
sward, and bramble scrub is invading the grassland due to little
management taking place.

In 2021, a pilot river restoration project was carried out at the Rifle
Club, which saw a 30m section of the culverted riverbank broken
out and re-naturalised, with the creation of a marginal backwater.

There are two bridges across the River Crane between the playing
fields and the south bank. The land is not currently open to public
access but is visible from the opposite bank of the river at Craneford

Way.
Features of interest Ref. | Habitat
Ant hills A Grassland meadow
Renaturalised B Bramble scrub
riverbank
Artificial kingfisher C Re-naturalised river
bank bank with marginal

vegetation

Map data © 2024 Google
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Prescription 2: Meadow management i NCC

2. Management aims and vision Improve the floral diversity and overall condition of the grassland in
Twickenham Rifle and Pistol Club will likely be utilised in the future for Compartment A.
further river re-naturalisation following the success of the pilot scheme.

With regard to the terrestrial habitats, the site will be managed 1. Take a hay cut bi-annually, achieving a sward height of 10-15cm.

sensitively to preserve the intrinsic mosaic habitat structure and Leave 20% of area around grassland margins uncut, rotating the
important ecological features, in particular the ant hills. As an area with uncut area each year. Grassland must be cut using a strimmer, with
no public access, the Rifle and Pistol Club land presents a good care being taken to minimise impacts on ant-hills.

opportunity to nurture this area as a wild space. Any cuttings should be removed off site, however a small proportion

can be used to create grass snake egg-laying heaps on site.
Meadow cuttings must be carried out in appropriate weather
Obijective 1: Nature conservation conditions and as per good practice.

3. Prescriptions

Prescription 1: Scrub maintenance i NCC

Successional scrub is a dynamic habitat which must be controlled in
order to prevent adjacent habitat such as grassland from disappearing,
however it is also valuable in its own right through providing nesting
opportunities to birds and overwintering invertebrates. A diverse scrub
habitat comprised of a mosaic of successional ages will be maintained
to provide a variety of ecological niches for wildlife. The scrub at
Twickenham Rifle Club is well-established and grows quickly without
any hinderance, and therefore requires more intensive management
than other areas in the Lower Crane Valley.

1. Cut and remove bramble scrub along habitat margins (i.e. up to 5m
in from scrub edge) on a three-year rotational cycle, never cutting
more than 1/3 of the scrub margins in any one year and avoid
cutting adjacent patches in consecutive years. All stems must be
cut to ground level to avoid creating any trip hazards.

Arisings may be used to create brash piles on site.
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Prescription - Year and compartment Usual Lead Prescription details Comments
= = 0 © ~ © Timing resource
S| o N [N IN
= o o o o o
o N N N N N
Cut and remove bramble scrub along habitat | Cut during autumn
P1: Scrub maintenance 11 A B c A B Sep - Oct NCC margins on a three-year rotational cycle, | to avoid winter
' P never cutting more than 1/3 of the scrub | disturbance to
margins in any one year. hibernating wildlife.
Carry out a biannual hay cut, removing Strimmer use only
P2: Meadow management | 1 | All | All | All | All | All | Mar- Oct NCC arisings from site. to protect ant hills.
Cut and remove dense patches of
undesirable species prior to seed dispersal.
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